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Che Farr Post = 


The Independent Voice Of Football In Queensland Monthly 


Rod Brown gets tangled up with the Perth Glory defence 
in their recent 1-0 defeat of the Strikers at Suncorp. 
Strikers in a tangle 


The Brisbane Strikers have had a horror start to the 
jew season, with three losses from their first four : ; 
sutings. Two of those defeats have been at home, Interview with Frank 
whilst their only points so far were won at Pimblett - Ron the Ref 
Wollongong on the second weekend of the season. ; i ; 

This is in stark contrast to last season when they (intergalactic version) = 


yon six of their first seven home games, and won Strikers news - Part Il of the 


‘hree and drew two of their first five away games. : 
Dbviously the loss of Hunter, Wright and Phillips Alan Hunter Interview - 


jave had a huge effect on the midfield and defence, XXXX Premier League = 
ind that kind of experience cannot be easily te- World Cup _.. and more ! 
laced. Steve Laybutt and Chris Zoricich were : 
jrought in, but it is going to take a while for them | Football's not a matter of life or 
0 gel at the back, never having played together | d¢ath, it's much more important 
iefore. As for Andy Harper . . . we'll give him the | than that." 

renefit of the doubt at this stage of the season. . . | The late, great Bill Shankly. 
See page 4 for latest fans match reports ) 
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Aj . ‘ 
| a Editorial 


_ The Queensland Soccer Federation, and all you 
readers out there in football-land will have been 
looking forward to this Editorial for over a week now. 
50 I won't disappoint you, and I'll get to the issue 
that you'll all be expecting me to write about... 

_ The new XXXX Premier League. 

_ OK. We got our wish - an expanded competition, and 

two extra teams. But surely there can’t be three 

times more players on the south side of the river 
than the north with the talent to play fourex League. 

Last seasons Grand Final {battled out by Taringa and 

Brisbane City) showed us that five teams from the 

south side of the river cannot put up a decent 

challenge to these two, so how do they expect to do 
so next year, by thinning the talent out even further? 

And how are first division clubs expected to keep 

their finances ticking over with only eight home 

ames in their nine-team competition ? It didn’t work 

Fi season in the south, and now we must endure it Thanks To - Global Sp orts 

in the north aswell. I'm sorry I’m at a loss to explain | Tours, Gold Coast City Soccer, 


this one to you, folks .. . Nick Guoth, Chris Beattie, 
Frank Pimblett. 
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i ‘hors ~ bag al. ny this did not seem to have {), 
bess aurea ee iva baaaee ates hoping for. The tactic of = 
South Melbourne 3 turning the ball to the opponent continued unchangey 
4th October, 1997 until half time by which time both the weather and (hy. 
by Dave Marshall passions were cooling rapidly. 
Oh dear, oh dear, oh dear! 


The STRIKERS started the second half with the dying 

strange turn and the rain that seemed to be] breeze behind them and were a little better, but seemed 

recdanrungh eps aval, but temperatures dropped and a] unable to assert any mid-field dominance at all. Some. 
owerful southerly blew up. one wondered if the girl who sang the National An- 
; them could come on as a sub, Passes were still astray 
{t transpired that there wasn’t a great deal for STRIKERS support- | and Troy Cranney tried a twisting flick of a pass which 
ers to smile about as the events of the evening unfolded. We de-| Jed to a very good sweeping move by The Lakers anq 
cided to get there early on the off chance of a big crowd, but it soon | an excellently weighted pass to Vaughen Coveney who 
became apparent that we need not have worried. No queue to men-| used his strong left foot to beat the mene Bolton - 
tion and no problems sitting in our favourite seats just be- 2-0. Frank took himself off an brought on 
hind the Strike Squad. The team was introduced individu- | ~ ggsitiien.” . Brownie who seemed to be bani: with en- 
ally, but it should have been an omen that a large propor- = ergy and fairly ae led down a 
tion of them were on crutches or obviously limping Cranney cross whic Petkovich, 
and in civvies. Andy Harper was last on and re- who otherwise had an impeccaie 
ceived the second biggest cheer (no prize for guess- game, fumbled :. ee 
ing who attracted the biggest), but the crowd was new captain just i = to tur the 
typically subdued and the efforts of the new ball in at the eoacties ly ae be be 
ground announcer to stir them up - “Let’s hear it honest seemed to be lost all night. He pro ably 
for the STRIKERS” were basically seed cast on barren ran a half marathon, but really made very little im- 
soil. I know this may be politically incorrect, but person- pression, | did hear What a waste of ae, chanted 
ally I have a problem with lady announcers at football and, unless he does more in future, that ot d be right. 
games. | think the job is a very difficult one to get right and , it The STRIKERS pushed forward more and more, and 
seems to me, that all around the world fans have problems in this | this led to the third Laker’s goal scored by Baser. | felt 
area, that a 2 - 0 win would have been a fair result and even 

3 - 0 not too unrealistic. 


s 3A 


i i reworks, and the game kicked off 5 min- 
oe eiRens ad an early Gus kicking into the] So, very little encouraging on show. Probably the only 
vale, but FF managed to upset the referee within the first 20 sec- way from here is up - at least I hope so. 7 conso- 
onds by retaliating against some shirt pulling. lation is the fact that I recall a couple of similar games 
The match settled into a rather repetitive pattern of South Mel-| from the STRIKERS last year which, ultimately, did 
bourne attacking with style, the STRIKERS’ defence coping quite] not prevent them from winning the championship, I'd 
well, then invariably giving the ball away unchallanged - almost] loved to have heard what Frank said after ihe game, 
like a defenders’ practice drill. The worst offender was Clint Bol- | but fear that it would have been unprintable ! 
ton who looked a bit dodgy, and almost all hight, unless rolling the Watching FoxSports Soccer Scene the other 
ball out a few metres, seemed to pick out white shirts with unerring night Andy Paschalides informed me that Terry 
ee ee a; : ria bik ee es Venables had been offered a lucrative contract 
iddies’ propensity for giving the ; . ? 
rage beeen dels it, paeaeg in the first half. with Spanish club, Benfica, which he eventu- 
ally turned down. 
The crowd were quite vocal for the first few minutes and there was Pretty good judgement by El Tel, I reckon, 
even a bit of singing here and there, but as the pattern of the match because I always thought that Benfica were a 
emerged they lapsed into a frustrated silence, then the odd bit of Portuguese team . . . or pethaps they've moved 
clapping and eventually isolated encouragement or abuse. now. (TM) 


After 20 minutes or so I had just remarked to my friend that I was Disclaimer 

surprised that the Lakers had not tried a long shot with the wind] The Farr Post is a fans magazine. Any opinions, 
assistance when Lozanoyski hit a screamer from well outside the therefore, are those of the individual contributors, 
box past a helpless Bolton. To their credit, the Strike Squad, split] ang do not necessarily reflect the views of The 
into two to try to generate a bit of support in the stands, and be-| Egitor - but frequently do ! 


Bolton. 
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Strikers 0 Perth Glory 1 - 18th October 1997 
by Mick Kugelman 


A crowd of only 4500 and I still couldn't get a match pro- 
gram! Sadly it seems the Strikers marketing people have just| been even wiser if they could have started him! 
accepted they won't get big crowds until the finals come| Andy Harper also improved out of sight with Brownie 
around again (presuming we make it again !) on the field, probably because he also had a target 
This plus the strong chilly wind , a poor first half and the 2nd | player to work off. 
home loss for Brisbane made it all a bit disappointing. 
Main negatives from the Strikers 2nd half were: the 
Glory took the points with a well taken goal from Despotovski | crossing - woeful from Brayshaw (but others were as 
about 35 minutes into the first half Fairly even half with not| bad) and the number of missed chances though at 
much for either team to be too proud of though the Glory did [Jeast they created far more than in the first 45. 
deserve the lead. Very little cohesion in the Brisbane midfield 
which really lacks a Wehrmann (injured) or Phillips (sadly | Hews' corners were superb and as the half progressed 
no longer an option) to tie it all together. became more frequent for Brisbane, Glory keeper 
prevented a certain goal with about 20 to go when he 
Nick Meredith lost early on with an injury and replaced by | just pushed a ball onto the post. Gener: ally both keep- 
Chey Hews who worked hard and did some good things but ers played well. Frank skied a couple of shots way 
also let himself down with simple mistakes, over the goal and as I’ve said for a player of his cali- 
: bre will be disappointed with his performance. 
Craig Williams a shining light throughout the game though 
he was caught square for the goal, really conceded it because Isuspect match statistics will show Brisbane had most 
of a lack of cover (something he would have had with Big Al| of the game - probably 3 times as many strikes on 
pre Carlton FC). Despotovski put through on arun from half. goal, and deserved an equaliser with Perth rarely 
way, checked back inside Battistin and slammed the ball past] threatening in the 2nd half. The result however 
doesn’t reflect that and their first half performance 
should be a big a concer. The team seemed to be- 
Battistin had a very poor game, by far the worst player on the| have like one playing away from home - gr ‘adually 
field. 2 yards too slow - even seemed exhausted after the improving as the match went on. 
warm up! Got a yellow after chopping a couple of players 
and was lucky to stay on the park. I hope Matt Bell and Rod Brown are given a starting 
Spot next week, a fit Sean Cranney would be a bonus 
Farina also had an off night, exciting when he had the ball] AND I can’t wait for Wehrmann to return! 
and still far better than many of his teammates but couldn’t H 
get on target. He knows all too well that he had a number of Sydney Utd. 2 Strikers 1 
chances to change the result of the game. Friday, 24th October 


Sean Cranney had a very average | st half (also lacking fit- 
ness) and was subbed at halftime. Brother Troy played well 


though with a couple of his crap passes I could only think of and watched a very enthralling game of football. 
Dave Marshall clicking over the “Cranney count”. Andy 


Harper seemed lost and unable to provide too many options] opportunity to take the lead, when Abbas Saad headed 


Perth, however, seemed well organised especially at the back; vancing Kalac after 20 minutes to make it 1-0. 
Tapai got a yellow ; the Samson Siasia was sharp with skil 


to burn, and Despotovski always looked dangerous. 
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Everything for Soccer! NOT! 


The latest update on the “Everything for Soccer “ 
publication’s attempts at keeping us all up-to-date on the 
REAL football news sees the usual mish-mash of bad, 
worse and completely useless: 


C-M 11/10/97;usual length report on Strikers win at 
Wollongong plus TWO previews of England v. italy 
World Cup Qualifier. 

S-M 12/10/97;full page on soccer which has just 
started the season while rugby league is almost over 
but has four. Wolves v. Strikers and Marconi v. 
Canberra reports/Frank’s column/NSL table/Steve 
Laybutt article and photo. 

C-M 13/10/97;another full page. Full results/scorers/ 
table NSL; European World Cup Qualifying results, 
group tables and report; three NSL match reports. } 
C-M 18/10/97;usual Strikers preview tucked away in 
some corner plus last night’s results and list of 


C-M 4/10/97; no rugby league, no Aussie rules, but still 
no more space than usual. Preview of Strikers v S. 
Melbourne plus photo; summary of Melbourne pulling out 
of Olympic soccer. ; 

S-M 3/10/97; full page-almost; Strikers report and photo; 
report on Carlton’s first game; Frank’s column. Rugby fechaiding fixtures 


Fege0 so yrs aver bug see a See hi Full | S-M 19/10/97;not bad! Full page-fairly extensive 

C-M 6/10/97; good attempt but a couple of bloopers. Gf NSL match ris/Frank's 

results and ne, from England and Scotland but NSL saa seeay eae 2 cualifying round-up 5 

missing the Newcastle v. Sharks result; reports on English/ baieie b rt on BUFA Cup referee being banned i 

Scottish Premier League, Strikers and other NSL games oe sates 

ae Paar sie eee Seneth - C-M 20/10/97; another fall page! But conten coud 
ibernian were fro: é ; ‘csi e 

= in Scottish football (and [KNOW I’m not the only | 5¢ stig Strikers and English Premiership repo 

one) knows they’re from Edinburgh. Continued on page 7 
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a 
very month during the Strikers season we aim to give a quick resume of 
the visitors to Suncorp for the coming month. This month we look at 
Carlion (Ls¢ November) and the Melbourne Knights 22nd November). 


Carlton, Melbourne Knights, 


Players to look out for... 
Alan Hunter (obviously, if he plays), John 
Markovski, Kresimir Marusic. 


Players to look out for... 
Tom Pondeljak, Ivan Kelic, 
Andrew Marth. 


“ Markovski lost 24 kilos during the pre-season. Hunter won’t play, 
he makes his comeback in the youth team against the Knights (next 
week) in view to playing in the first team against Newcastle, round 
Ti 


The Knights are going through a 
rebuilding process since their Grand 
Final victory a couple of seasons ago. 
Only three players in their squad this 
season have over 100 first grade 
appearances in the Ericsson Cup, and 
when they played Wollongong two 
weeks ago, only managed to win bya 
goal resulting from a goalmouth 
scramble. Full back Ransford Banini 
getting the final touch. 

Last week they took the lead against 
the Glory over in Perth, and were 2-1 
up with 20 minutes to play, before 
finally losing 3-2. Siasia scoring in 
the 86th minute. 

So although, we'd like to see the 
Strikers pick up the three points here, 
it's not going to be easy. 


“At times, everyone from Carlton have put in at least one five star 
performance this season. Even Mark Atkinson, in his first start 
against Canberra was best on ground ! I think Lapsansky, Markovski, 
Cervinski and Trajkovski have probably been Carlton’s most 
consistent. But watch out for Matusic, he’s due a big game and he 
may have something to prove to the Queensland public. 


*L think the ftine-up will be: 

Anastasiadis; Anthopoulos, Cervinski, Douglas; 
Atkinson; Trajkovski, Lapsansky, Marusic, Stergiopoulos: 
Markovski, Vlahos. 


“The only question marks would be if Grella is fit, he’d replace 
Atkinson and whether Kmcevic decides to continue with Allsopp or 
give Andy V a go after doing so well as sub last week. As I said 
before, Marusic could be the Surprise because he was played more 
through the middle against Adelaide, instead of his first three games 
being isolated stuck on a wing. 

Last season we won 2-1 at home with 
goals from Farina and Knipe in 
Round 5, and then lost 0-1 away in 
Round 19, 


“The one weakness is that Carlton do leak goals, They haven’t kept a 
clean sheet all season. 1 think a draw would be a good result - 2-2 in 
fact.” 


Many thanks to Chris Beattie. Check his Carlton Soccer Club oes ‘ii 
website out at We must win this one !!!! 


(TM) 
http:/Avww.eisa.net.au/~kbeattie/index.html 


English, Scottish and NSL results and tables/ 
Venables’ offer from Benfica/Asian WCQ round-up. 
The round-up stated “Upset results. ....have still left 
4 confused picture....”-even more confused for the 
reader as only one result was actually given and no Overall, then, I reckon The Sunday Mail has at least made 
group tables were published. a bit of an effort and raised its game a little. The Courier- 
C-M 25/10/97; usual length report on Sydney Utd. v. | Mail is still as bad as ever and neither of them can come 
Strikers-not 100% factually accurate if you'd close to justifying the “Everything for Soccer” claim. 
watched the game on pay TV the night before. 

S-M 26/10/97; yet another full page! Frank’s 
column/Carlton v. Adelaide City report (no mention 


of who scored Carlton’s third goal or when-ran out of 
space)/NSL table/Andy Harper article and photo. 

C-M 27/10/97; English, Scottish and NSL results, tables 
and reports. 


"Scottie" i 
Nudgee. 
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aller in another life 


rejected for the second year running. Ex Strikers and Brisbane United player, Frank Pimblett, is now 
coach up at Rivers, so we went to find out if he knows what they are doing wrong. 


For the second year running Pine Rivers have failed to But it was gratifying for me to do the job last season when 
secure a position in the XXXX Premier League, what are we jost the likes of Clayton Koch, Joel Hale, Peter Underhjlj, 
your opinions on that, and how do you think it will affect} pean Almond, and Tony Delang. It’s understandable that 
the club next season ? players of that quality will leave to play at the higher level, 
When we got the axe last year - and let’s not beat about the| and in the first game of the season we got flogged by 
bush, that’s what it was - Peter (Lockhart, President) and the} Mitchelton 5-0. So at that stage, 1 was thinking “This jg 
committee really pulled us all together and a lot of people at going to be a very long season!” Some of these young lads 
the club decided that it was worth fighting for. We thought] were playing Junior Colts fast year - Kenny Hurford, 
that we had a good case last year, and we were kicked in the | payjDevries - and I had no hesitation in playing them in 
teeth. But we looked upon last season as one of consolidation | first grade. Obviously there’s a big leap from junior to sen. 
and it was. All 3 grades made the finals, and all the junior} ior football, but we played Albany Creek in the semi-final, 
sides had tremendous seasons. But we’re not devastated, be-| and Alistair Watt was playing for the Colts the week be: 
cause we think that another year at that secondary level will fore, and because of injuries and suspensions he jumped 
in fact make us stronger, and we’re not giving up with this. straight into our side. Next season is a big test for them 
We're going to be knocking on the door next year - and the | because they’ve had a year of initiation, and they can build 
year after if needs be. And it'll get to the stage where they | on the things they leaned last year. Last season we beat 
won’t be able to ignore us. Grange Thistle 8-0, and Olympic 6-0, in consecutive weeks, 
but now we have to learn to be consistent, and learn to 
Is it a worry that unless Pine Rivers (or any other north] tough out some of the harder games too, and that is where 
Brisbane club) don’t get a Premier League berth soon,| we fell down a bit last season. 
the long term future of the game up here may suffer ? 
That’s one of the concerns that a lad from here should have. | Te) us about where you grew up and some of the play- 
The two closest teams are Taringa and Brisbane City, and if] ers that you supported as a kid. _ 3 
you've got a young lad up here with plenty of potential, he’s | | prew up in Liverpool where football is like a religion. The 
not going to want to travel down to City or Rochedale, and so! closest that you can probably compare it to is Melbourne 
the fear is that he may just give it away, and go and find] with the Aussie Rules. Everyone I knew as a kid played 
another interest. We must look after the juniors in this area, | football and supported one team or another. People who 
and there’s thousands of them - not just at this club, but at] don’t actually go to the games talk about it, It’s a huge part 
some of the others in north Brisbane. We owe it to those lads of life on Merseyside. So as far back as I can remember I 
more than anything to have a Premier League team on this] have always played the game - I didn’t know any different 
side of town. You only have to look at the top four teams from | | first went to watch Liverpool when I was ten or eleven 
last seasons Division | north, (Pine Rivers, Mitchelton, North | and Roger Hunt, Peter Thompson, and Jan St. John were 
Star and Albany Creek). They all came from this area. That | the stars. Then, when I left school at fifteen Kevin Keegan 
says volumes, and indicates to any fair minded person that} had arrived. But they’ve had a legacy over the last thirty 
this area should be represented. years of quality players, There was only one team for me, 
and 1 idolised them - as did most of my mates - and I stll do. 
is the idea of a merger or independent club set up by those 
four something that could be discussed ? What were some of the highlights of your early career 
No, We’re not interested in a merger. We want to stand on our | jy England ? 
own two feet, and I believe that we are strong enough to stand] | jeft home at 15 to become an apprentice at Aston Villa in 
on our own two feet. So I don’t think that that is an option. Birmingham, and | represented England at schoolboy level 
when I was sixteen, playing with Ray Wilkins in a side that 
Will you stay on as coach next season despite this setback? | peat West Germany 4-0 in front of 60,000 at Wembley. : 
Definitely. I spoke with the committee as soon as the an- played in the FA Cup third round - that was in the secon 
nouncement was made, and they told me that the fight for our] division, but we then got promoted to the first division - a8 
retum to top grade football at Pine Rivers would continue, it was before the Premier League came about - and I played 
and I want to be part of that. 
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about half a dozen games in the first team - against Liver- 
pool, Manchester United and Leeds. I was only 18 at the 
time, so it was a big buzz for me. 

Brian Little, who is now the manager at Aston Villa, was 
there, then. Chico Hamilton, John Gidman and Bobby 
MacDonald were other players who | played with. We got to 
the League Cup Final in 1975, I think, and they won the 
European Cup a few years later - after I’d left. 


Frank's National 
Soccer League 
Record 


N 


Season Team Apps. Goals 
So when did you come to Australia, and where did you! 1977 Brisbane City 26 3 
play in those first few years ? i i 
Bill Roberts who was involved with Easts at the time, con- 1978 Brisbane City 20 0 
tacted me and told me about the National League. It was the 1979 Brisbane City 26 1 
first season and both City and Lions were going to be part of | 1980 Brisbane City 17 0 
it. He knew a few of the Italians so he get me out here to play | 4984 Brisbane City 29 0 
for City. 1 played three seasons and then went back to Eng- : p 
land to play for Hartlepool, and then I came back here in 1982 Brisbane City 30 2 
1980 and I've been here ever since, 1983 Brisbane City 22 0 
1984 Brisbane City 27 2 
Who were some of the players that you played with in 1985 Brisbane City 13 2 
the National League ? : : 
Jim Hermiston, Peter Tokesi, who is Franks assistant at the 1991/92 Brisbane United 26 2 
Strikers, now, David Ratcliffe, Barry Gaffney. There was a] 1992/93 Brisbane United 16 6 
lot of excitement in those early years of the National League. | 1993/94 Brisbane Strikers 26 2 
We were regularly pulling in 8 or 10 thousand at Perry Park Total 278 20 
because of the novelty value. There was very much an us- 


and-them situation because of the teams coming from down 


Stats kindly supplied by Andrew Howe. 
south. Those early years were fantastic. 


Tell us about how you got involved with Pine Rivers, 

I went to Sydney in 1985, just for a-bit of a change, and 
came back in *89. | played with City, and then went to Easts 
and Johnny Doyle rang me up and invited me up to Rivers, 
At that time they were a burgeoning club with lots of jun- 
iors coming through, and it seemed like a very exciting 
future. It was interesting to start with - that was five years 
ago - but as every year goes by I’m enjoying it more and 
more. 


You also played in the N.S.L. for Brisbane United and 
the Strikers. Tell us about that. 

Brisbane United were formed in 1991, and Miron Bleiberg 
was the coach. He invited a number of players to Perry Park 
for a few training sessions, from which he selected a squad 
of, I think, sixteen players. I was lucky enough to be asked to 
join the team, and I played for the two years that Brisbane 
United were in existence. It was a bit of a bonus for me, 
really, because I'd finished with City a few years before, and 
didn’t expect to play at such a hi igh standard again. I was 33 
then, and felt that he'd given mé a second chance, so to speak. 


What are your opinions on the standard of football be- 
ing played at Pine Rivers and in Queensland and Aus- 
tralia at present ? 

We play a very exciting brand of football here, and my 
philosphy is to play that way. Obviously as a Coach I’m 
Judged by results, and there have been occasions in the past 
where we could have settled for a certain result, but the 
style | prefer to play means that sometimes we don’t get 
that result. 

I think that the Q.S.F. made a big mistake with the eight 
team league last year, and if they hada proper State League 
like they did in the early eighties, with teams from 
Rockhampton, Townsville etc. then I think that it would be 
more exciting. But it’s a question of money, and if they did 
g0 back to a State League, and promoted it properly, then I 
think that there would be a tremendous amount of interest 
generated, 


And then the Strikers came along ? 

Yes, Brisbane United had a few problems, and after two years 
they folded. But the Strikers came into existence, and the 
rest, as they say, is history. 

| am proud enough to have played that first season under 
Bruce Stowell, and even at 35, as I was then, J was still learn- 
ing things about the game. He taught us so much, and it 
shows that you should never stop learning about football. 

In the end I was training four nights a week, and it just be- 
fanie too much. At the end of the season I was ready for a 
break, and I don't think that my contract was going to be 
renewed, anyway, so I carried on with Rivers, where the pres- 
sure wasn't as great, and I could get back to enjoying it again. 


Continued on page 10 i 
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Frank Pimblett Interview 
(continued from page 9) 


I went to a few games in the Premier League last year, 
and it was like a game of Chess - very stale, no adven- 
ture. And I think that it was because some of these teams 
had played each other five or six times during the season 
- with cup matches etc. There didn’t seem to be any ex- 
citement on the pitch, and the players were probably sick 
of the sight of each other after all those games. ° 
They’ ve tried it, and I don’t think that it has worked. As 
a spectator | was very disappointed. They need to get 
back to a twelve or even a fourteen team competition, 
and get the Toowoomba team involved so that all the 
major centres are represented in a true State League. But 
it all comes down to money. 

Unfortunately Australia has 150 players playing over- 
seas, and that has to affect the game here. I don’t think 
that the National League is as good as it used to be, and 
there are players in the N.S.L. who wouldn’t get a look 
in ten or fifteen years ago. 1 don’t want to dwell on the 
past, but the standards really have slipped. 


So the standard of football has declined because of 
the players going overseas ? 

Yes. In 1977 they were bringing in Brazilians and Ar- 
gentinians as well as an incredible array of Europeans. 
All these players had so much skill, and they should be 
doing something to get more imported players coming 
here. Admittedly we don’t have the money to do it, and 
the FIFA rule is that they must be paid thousands of dol- 
lars, and no-one can afford that. There is nobody that I 
would say “I will pay money to watch him”, and they 
should be encouraging us to do that. 

I was at Suncorp for the Grand Final in May, and bumped 
into some of the guys who had been there since the days 
of Brisbane United, and they couldn’t believe that 40,000 
people had come to watch a game of football. They were 
staggered that all those people had come, and they never 
thought that it would happen, and it shows you that there 
is a market there. 


And how will Australia perform if (and when) they 
qualify for France next year ? 

I think that they will qualify for France, but it is still 
going to be tough. The game that the Socceroos are play- 
ing now is far better than the insecure type of football 
that they were playing three or four years ago. They 
should have beaten Argentina at home. It wasn’t a good 
Argentinian side, and they thought that a 1-1 draw wasa 
good result. That’s rubbish | It was a bad result. Argen- 
tina were there to be beaten, and this side now, would do 
sO. 


—. 


The old days of us being a third world football nation are 
gone. These players can now stand up and be counted 
amongst the best in the world. The days of insecurity are 
gone, and Venables has brought out the best in these play. 
ers. Five years ago we would have stood in awe at some of 
the worlds best players, but now we can compete with then 

I will be very, very disappointed if they don’t qualify. 


Do you think that it will continue after Venables has 
gone 7 

His brief is to get us to France, and ! think that he will do 
that, What we must do with occasions like the Grand Fj- 
nal, and France next year - if we get there - is to take ad- 
vantage of it, and build on those successes. Unfortunately 
the bureaucrats and administrators just expect it to follow 
on, and they expect everybody to come flocking after just 
one or two exciting events. But that’s not good enough, We 
must keep working, and try to sell this game, and having 
someone like Frank Farina here in Brisbane is the best thing 
that can happen to our game. But we must use him wisely, 
because is an exciting player and charisma is something 
that the game needs, 

So, yes 1 am optimistic for the game here in Australia. The 
national side are flourishing, and every time I watch them 
they are looking more and more polished., and when they 
get there I think that they will give a good account of them- 
selves, and they’ll do very well. 


And the Strikers ? 

I think they’ll do very well again. They'll certainly miss 
big Al Hunter, and Danny Wright and Gary Phillips but 
they won’t be far off the mark come the end of the season. 


What does the future hold for Frank Pimblett ? 

Well I want to go as far as I can in the coaching game. | 
really enjoy it, and I’ve still got a lot to learn. When you've 
played as long as I have you tend to concentrate on the 
playing side, but now I’m having to look at the game from 
a different angle, and I’m looking to do my Level 3 coach- 
ing course next year, and it gives you that bit more confi- 
dence. 1 was in the running for the Assistant Coaches job 
at the Strikers but Peter got that, and good luck to him. But 
{am ambitious, and I’m willing to learn. 


And take Pine Rivers United into the Premier League 
next year ? 

I’dlove to. Take some of these young lads into the big league 
and show them what it’s like to play at the top in Brisbane. 
We will keep knocking on the door, and we will be there 
eventually. The club is very healthy - not booming, yet - 
but it will be in a couple of years time. We have 29 junior 
teams here, and we want to be able to give them a path all 
the way to the top. 
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[he "new" fourex Premier League 
by Tony Moran 


So the higher echelons at Perry Park have handed down, to excite the fans, and help the financial status of these 

their judgement on the current state of Brisbane football. Aj clubs now was it ? So, after Mount Gravatt moved up to 
Premier League of ten teams, and two Semi-pro divisions} the Premier, and St.Helens merged with Coalstars we 

of nine teams each. Mount Gravatt, and, finally, the Gold| were left with 17 first division teams, and a diverse mix 

Coast will join last seasons eight clubs, and compete in the| of footballing standards. 

states premier football competition, whilst the concept of] Last season two or three first division teams struggled, 
semi-professional football split into two conferences {north} and there was a call for a unified competition from the 

and south) lives on, and has eighteen clubs rolling their eyes} clubs in those two divisions come August. But we all 

to the heavens, and thinking “what next ?” should have known that one or two people at Perry Park 

First of all, how can the Q.S.F. invite seven clubs, effec-| take a sick sense of pleasure in doing exactly the oppo- 

tively, from the south side of Brisbane, whilst the northside] site of what the clubs want them to do. The top seven 

is only represented by two ? Funnily enough, it was those| teams from last years two semi-pro leagues should have 

two northside teams that competed last seasons Grand Fi-| been invited to form a single, semi-pro first division of 

nal, and between them led the competition from start to fin-| fourteen teams, whilst the other three should have been 

ish during the regular season. asked to take a backward step, and play in the amateur 
Admittedly the Gold Coast are not from within the recog-| competition for a season. The University of Queensland 

nised Brisbane area, but already Rochedale, and Beenleigh} have been promoted to the professional ranks, and each 

are expecting to lose players on the strength of the Gold) first division team will have eight home games to try 

Coast admittance. Personally I am glad that the Coast have] and fill their coffers for the other 44 weeks in the year. H 
finally made it, and I have no objections whatsoever in Mount] One cannot but wonder at where some of these people il 
Gravatt being accepted, after their performances last sea- get their inspiration, sometimes. Imagine what sort of 
son, but surely the balance of footballing talent is not so uproar there would be if the English Premier League 
uneven that the northside clubs should suffer in this way. | suddenly announced two nine team competitions for next 
And so to the two first division competitions . .. what a] season, and that Arsenal and Spurs would be left out | 
joke they have made of this ! until they merged with each other. Or that U.E.F.A. de- | 
Last season every club in the southern competition com-| creed that the European Champions League could only | | 
plained that a nine-team league was just not acceptable, af-| consist of clubs that had a letter “P” in their name. 4 
ter Logan City pulled out. Having only eight home games, Stranger things have happened, I suppose, like the Strik- 
and two byes throughout the regular season was not going} ers signing Andy Harper... 


soccer Team Photographs 


We specialise in team photographs for junier aud senior teams for Soccer 
and ether snorts. 


Contact... 
Park Road Prints, 
41 Park Read, Milton. 
Telephone 3367 1688 


Or, after hours... 
Paul Harley, Phatographer. 
Telephone 3267 0681 
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Quotations 


Compiled_by Ewen Anderson 

There was plenty of fellers who would kick your bollocks off. The difference was that at the end they'd shake you, 
hand and help you took for them, (Nat Lofthouse on the game in the 1950s) 

Angels don't win you anything except a place in heaven. (Billy McNeill) 

Tardell's been responsible for more scar-tissue than the surgeons of Harefield hospital. (Jimmy Greaves) 

When | first played for my village side {| was rewarded with a bag of vegetables and sixpence (2.5 cents). At 
seventeen | was paid £5, and | counted it a.dozen times on the way home, thinking | was in the big money. (Joe 
Mercer, Soccer the British Way, 1963) a , 

Some people tell me that we professional players are soccer slaves. Well, if this is slavery, give me a life 
sentence. (Bobby Charlton - 1960) 7. 

The struggle between defence and attack - the basic contest in football - is really, and always, the chief interest in 
any football: that is why a ‘friendly’ match never quite rings true. (John Arlott, Association Football [AH Fabian 
and Geoffrey Green], 1960) 

In order that the management may have knowledge of the numbers intending to be absent on Wednesday 
aftemoon, will those whose relatives are to be buried on that day please apply by Tuesday for permission to 
attend. (Notice posted in a Bamsley colliery in advance of a local match - 1945) 

We were disappointed we couldn't play on Saturday because we had supporters travelling from all over the 
country. There was one coming from London, one from Newcastle, one from Brighton... (David Kilpatrick, 
Rochdale Manager, 1986) 

Then my eyesight started to go, and | took up refereeing. (Neil Midgeley, referee, 1987) _ 

1am a firm believer that if you score one goal the other team have to score two to win. (Howard Wilkinson) 

We don't use a stop watch to judge our golden goal competition. We use a calendar. (Tommy Docherty, when 
manager of Wolves, 1985) 

| would have thought that the knowledge that you are going to be leapt upon by half-a-dozen congratulatory, but 
sweaty team mates would be inducement not to score a goal. (Arthur Marshall) 

When at thy gate my weary feet | tum, The gates of paradise are open wide, At Goodison, | know a man can 
learn, Rapture, more rich than Anfield can provide. (Anonymous Everton fan). 

On the morning of the match | went down to the waterfront......it was beautiful, just like a summer day, with blue 
sky and a calm sea. And as | looked out | knew. beyond all shadow of doubt, that we were going to beat Leeds. | 
can't tell you why - | just did. It wasn’t wishful thinking. It was total conviction. | knew we were going to win. (Dick 
Graham, Colchester United manager after his side caused the season's upset beating Leeds United, then one of 
Europe's best teams, 3-2 in 1971) 

He was always very calm, very collected and, where scoring goals was concemed, he was a Picasso. (Clive 
Allen on Jimmy Greaves in ‘There's only one Clive Allen’ [1987]) 

He was the Fagin of the penalty area; the arch-pickpocket of goals. (Geoffrey Green, on Jimmy Greaves) 

Much underrated because of his tendency to clown around - and make occasional mistakes. What is often 
overlooked is the tevel of his moral courage. He tackles problems around the box that so many goalkeepers, 
including the best of them, shy away from. (John Giles on Bruce Grobbelaar (whose name in Afrikaans transiales 
as ‘clumsy’ (1989]} 

Football is a gantleman’s game played by hooligans, and rugby a hooligan’s game played by gentlemen. 
(Unidentified chancellor of Cambridge University [late 19th century]) , 

Would an English player have gone to the referee and said ‘Don't award the goal - the ball hit my hand’? Of 
course not! (Maradona on trying to justify his Hand of God goal in the 1986 World Cup) 


More Next Month 


<__— 
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Wanderers Rejected - Again ! 


by Reuban McDuck 


It was almost a sense of deja-vu that greeted South Farr Wanderers President, Walter “Winger” 
Wombat when he opened the clubs PO box last Thursday moming. There, nestled between the final 
demand from S.E.Q.E.B., the court injunction threatening to wind up the club, and a postcard from 
“Bushy” Brown, was an envelope from the Queensland Soccer Federation. In it, he hoped, lay the 
future of the game in Farr West Queensland - an invitation to be part of the new ten-team XXXX 
Premier League. 
But on opening the letter and reading the contents, his heart sank, and despair once again set in. 
What must they do to bring top class football to the Shire of Farr 7 
“We've tried everything to get someone from the Federation to come out here”, he sighed when we 
spoke to him later that moming. “We've sent them invitations to lunch, dinner and expensive 
presentations, but they won’t even send us a reply. Now, whenever we try to ring them, we get put on 
hold, and have to listen to piano music for up to thirty-five minutes, before they come back and tell 
us that there’s no-one in the office to speak to us. 
“We checked out Taringa’s facilities when we played them in the Queensland Cup, and ours aren’t 
much worse than theirs, and they always seem to get preferential treatment. I can’t understand it !” 
Wombat points to the growing army of kids playing the game in the local area, and worries that they 
may be lost to the game forever unless the Shire is represented. 
“Just because we are part of W.A.N.Q.A. they don’t want us in. If we called our local competition the 
Western and Southern Queensland Association we might have a chance.” 
Pouring his first scotch of the day - well it was a quarter to nine - he slumped into his chair at the 
Wanderers offices, and picked up the postcard from “Bushy” Brown. 
“Lads. Found a great club just west of Mackay. Impressed ‘em with my Grand Final tales, and have 
secured a great contract on the strength of it. The money gets better the closer to Brisbane you get, 
and I can’t wait for pre-season training to start. BB.” 
He shook his head. Things had certainly quietened down since “Bushy” left after his disgraceful 
performance in the local Grand Final. On the end of season trip, for example, every player carded 
their best score ever on the golf course, and was sober all day; there was no letting off of fire 
extinguishers at two in the moming, and then spraying two newly-weds with the “weapon”, after 
breaking down the door to their room by mistake; there was no marijuana smoking at the breakfast 
table and thirteen grown adults giggling uncontrolably for over an hour; and every player was tucked 
up in his bed by ten o’clock on the Saturday evening. 
Wombat reached for the telephone. Maybe a phone call to Perry Park explaining that Brown was no 
longer at the club may make them think twice. He doubted it - but it was worth a try ! 


An Evening with Norman Whiteside 


Tuesday, 2nd December, 1997 at Rochedale Rovers Soccer Clu 
Norman Whiteside was once tipped as being the "new George Best". tp 
He was the youngest player fo score in an F.A.Cup final, and the 
youngest player fo play in the World Cup Finals. He played with 
Manchester United, Everton and Northern freland, and now works 
with Manchester United, and is still only 34 years old. 


Tickets are $25 each, which includespie and pea supper y 
contact Kieran Cooper on 3841 2192 @ f 
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A False Sense 


Later this month the Socceroos will play two important World Cup qualifying matches 


against, as yet, unknown Asian opposition. Most Australians expect them to win 


through to the France 98 tournament, but Paul Harley offers a few words of warning. 


When FIFA announced that Australia’s road to the 1998 World Cup Finals in France lay through 
Asia, there was a massive sense of relief among the Australian soccer community. After being 
pitted against the traditional soccer strongholds of Europe and South America in previous qualj- 
fying campaigns, this was seen as a fairer, more logical qualifying route. Even if you don’t believe 
the politician’s claims that Australia is part of Asia, they are still our closest neighbours, so reduc- 
ing travel time and jet lag problems. Coupled with the lower quality of the opposition, this should 
all combine to make it easier for Australia to qualify. 


However “easier” has since become “easy” in the 
minds of many Australians. A sentiment that has 
increased greatly since Terry Venables took over as 
coach and guided the team to an unprecedented 
twelve straight victories. And the feeling isn’t 
restricted to the average soccer fan. I believe it was 
Johnny Warren on SBS who claimed that his 


grandmother could coach Australia to France against 


Asian opposition. Having played against Asian 
opposition often enough, he should know better. 
Such complacent thinking could prove dangerous. 
Impressive as Venables’ record is, things should be 
put into perspective. Australia thus far have played 


six qualifying games, four of them against opposition 
that the average NSL team could take care of without 


raising a sweat. Even New Zealand, for all their 
effort and determination, are no longer capable of 
providing serious opposition. Since then, they’ve 
played one low key friendly against Tunisia. 


The Asian teams also started with four games against 


mediocre opponents. In complete contrast to 
Australia, however, they are now battling their way 


through eight full on second phase qualifying games. 
The two group runners-up then face a single play-off 


match on neutral territory for the third Asian 
qualifying place. Nine cup finals, before the fourth 
ranked team takes on Australia. 

All of which means that come November 22", 
Australia’s opponents will have had substantially 
more match practice. They will have been together, 


on and off the field, for around three months, with all 


the team spirit, understanding and camaraderie that 


be up for the challenge; having lost out twice 
already, this is their last chance. They won’t be 
giving this one up to anyone without a fight. 

As if all that isn’t enough, they’!l also have the 
backing of a wildly patriotic capacity crowd. Sure, 
Australia will have the same advantage for the 
return leg, but an Asian crowd in full cry is a sight 
(and sound) to behold. Even more so if a Middle 
East team is involved, as the fanaticism of the 
locals can make a State of Origin full house in all 
their fury seem like so many choirboys. 

If there are any doubts as to the standard of the 
opposition, all it needs is to watch SBS World 
Soccer on a Saturday night. The feature match a 
few weeks ago was Japan v South Korea, and both 
teams know what they’re about. All eight other 
teams have been shown in highlights, and believe 
me, there are no pushovers among them. Whoever 


Johnny Warren claimed 
that his grandmother 
could coach Australia to 
France ... he should 
know better. 


provides the opposition in the play-off, rest 
assured Australia will have their work cut out. 
Easy? Hardly. Better than before, certainly, and the 
lesser of a number of evils. But never easy. 
Anyone who still thinks it is could well end up 


brings. Perhaps more importantly, they will definitely! with egg on their face. 


of S$icurity ? 


_———— 
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Fortunately with Venables in charge, this 
attitude won't be allowed to spread to the 

_ players. He has too much experience and 
know-how for that. He knows that 
complacency on their part would make 
them their own worst enemy, and provide 
as much of an obstacle as the opposing 
team. By the time they take to the field 
for the first leg they will be well aware 
that this will be the toughest, most 
demanding, most important ninety 
minutes of their lives. Nothing short of 
their best will do. 


But will their best be enough? Can 
Australia qualify? Weil, yes, I think they 
can, but it WON’T be easy. It will take a 
supreme effort, 101% commitment from 
everyone involved. Anything less, and 
Terry & co. will have the same view of 
France °98 as the rest of us -watching Les 
and Johnny on SBS. 


Bonus for Brisbane 


With Melbourne rejecting their invitation to 
' host some of the soccer matches for the year 
2000 Olympics, Brisbane looks like picking 
up a few more games. Already we were 
guaranteed seven or eight first round games, 
and at least one Quarter-final tie. Now it 
looks like we may get a few more first round 
games, maybe another Quarter-final, and the 
distinct possibility of a Semi-final too. 
Other cities vying for more games are 
‘Canberra, Newcastle and Adelaide, as well as 
host city, Sydney. 
This would be a tremendous boost for the 
local game. In my opinion the more 
international football we can see here, the 
better for all concerned. Bringing the young 
footballing stars to this country can only be 
better for the local game. 
One cannot see the logic in the Kennett 
government sometimes. After snaring the 
World Cup qualifier, he lets the fans down 
‘badly by turning his back on the Olympics. 


15 
November 29th, 1997 


When England played Italy recently in their Group 2 World 
Cup qualifier last month, one London Times journalist wrote 
that it would be the ideal time to rob the Bank of England. 
The whole nation stopped to watch this vital game, and cheer 
their team on. Even if alarms were triggered no-one would 
have responded, such was the interest in that game to 
everyone in the country. 

in Australia, however, football fever has yet to reach those 
passionate heights on a regular basis. But believe me when | 
say that they eventually will. 

November 29th, 1997 will be a very special day for Austral- 
ian soccer, for it will be the day when we finally qualify for the 
biggest sporting event in the world. Never mind what the 
Terry Venables knockers in England have to say about us 
being a third-world footballing nation. The Soccerros will book 
their tickets to France, and the whole nation will stop to watch 
them do so. 

For too long this country has hidden away, unsure of its place 
amongst the nations of the world, doing only the things that 
we have traditionally been good at. Aussie Rules and rugby 
League are examples of us always playing the safe games - 
after all nobody else plays these games. Cricket and rugby 
union are games that we also play, and occasionally are 
beaten, but it's a lot easier to be a big fish in a small pond 
than the other way around. 

But Association Football is played by every nation throughout 
the world, and to be one of the top 32 countries, you have to 
be bloody good ! 

Venables has one of the cleverest footballing minds that 
anyone could have. When | watched the Socceroos train at 
Perry Park during the Optus World Series last season the 
players were spellbound everytime he opened his mouth. 
They hung on every word, and when he finally told them to go 
and do it, he stood aside nodding his approval. 

He knows the quality of the players at his disposal, and will 
bring the best out of them. They will give everything that they 
have to win through those two vital games later this month, 
because they have played in front of passionate football fans 
from Tranmere to Tasmania and know what lies ahead of 
them when the final whistle blows on November 29th. 

And when it does a packed M.C.G. will generate as much 
noise as if Ablett had kicked a behind for Geelong to win their 
Grand Final, and sixteen million people will drain their 
stubbies, and pencil June next year into their calendars. 
Football will win, and we will have shaken off the third-world, 
tag. When the draw is made for the final eight groups, there 
will be more than a few nations hoping not to be pitted 
against Australia. 

It's only just beginning, folks. Prepare yourselves for the most 
exciting time in modern footballing history ! 

(TM) 


\ _ The Farr Posi 
- Musings of a football fan on holiday 


by Chris Dunkerley 


The only way to start a break from work is to take in some football. So up we went up to 
Topper Stadium on Friday 3" October. Despite a fallen tree and two accidents blocking the 
Freeway we got there in good time. I expected a crowd of about six thousand but the 5,029 
was not too bad. 

The lads on Rowdies Hill were just warming up their vocal chords, but in all an entertain- 
ing night and my kids had a great time even if I had to give a stern lecture about the perils 
of singing bawdy songs and the “F” word outside Topper Stadium ! 

Daughter manages to con me (hard eh?) into buying the new Breakers Shirt and her a new 
cap (one night in Melbourne gone!) Back to our motel room at Raymond Terrace where my 
long suffering spouse was entertaining No. 2 daughter (Me go to the Soccer? In your 
dreams Dad!) 2 out of 3 aint bad! 

Next day hit the road and I’m getting withdrawal symptoms away from my computer and 
modem already. We buy Dave Marshalls love interest - The Weekend Courier Mail in 
Stanthorpe. Great article on the Breakers game - | think I feel a love triangle coming on ! 
Sorry to see Dave’s beloved Strikers done like a dinner! Family and friends keep me 
occupied whilst around Brissie so don’t catch up with Dave. 


I get to Tuesday and I try to buy the Australian and British Soccer Weekly on the Gold 
Coast - no luck before closing time. Next day my MCG trip money evaporates at Movie 
World under the assault from 4 family members and Warner Bros! I try for A&BSW also 
on the Sunshine Coast next day - no luck! I feel the shakes and shivers coming on - cold 
turkey! A walk on Peregian Beach near Coolum at sunset gets me over it. The CM gets the 
shits due to the Strikers loss and is a dead loss most of the week. I try for A&BSW in 
Kingaroy next day, then Saturday at my twin brother’s current abode of Dalby - every 
bloody glossy overseas football mag but not A&BS WI!!! 

Travelling on - Toowoomba - hotbed of Queensland soccer ? - I strike one newsagent who 
stocks it - sold out!!! 

Last gasp - a meal at HJ’s Maitland on way home. Let family buy and grab a seat and a 
paper. The Hunter edition of the Sun Herald has two (2!) Breakers articles among the sauce 
stains! Oh Joy. 


I get home late Sunday night and download 218 emails (209 from The Ozsoccer List!). 
What a lot of rubbish we love to write! Just finished reading all that last night, and what's 
worse is that my wife (she who can program the VCR) bungled the recording of On The 
Ball - just static! 


Monday and back to work - ah, the newsagent at the station has one copy of last weeks 
A&BSW. 


Ah well, we have these holidays to relax don’t we! 
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Succesful 


by Margaret Hale 

The 1997 soccer season saw Pine Rivers United deal with 
their shock exclusion from the XXXX Premier League, 
and in doing saw watch with interest those clubs fortu- 
nate enough to be selected by the Q.S.F. They watched 
Coalstars declare publicly that they were not able to con- 
tinue in the XXXXK League due to financial trouble and 
we wonder at Rivers how they were included in the first 
place, as finance was one of the criteria of entry stipulated 
by the Federation. But Rivers has rallied and are prepared 
to show it is a force to be reckoned with and will continue 
to press for inclusion in the KXXXX Premier League and 
the results this year state the fact that Rivers is a XXXX 
Premier League club and that is where they should be. 


Starting at their Junior base the club has had their most 
successful season in their history. A lot of this success is 
due to the astuteness of the club in employing former New 
Zealand international Allan Marley as the Junior Director 
of Coaching. He guided the juniors to having 10 teams in 
finals, 5 of these played in Grand Finals and our Under 15 
division 1 and Junior Colts division 2 teams took out their 
Grand Finals. Three of our teams (Under 11 division 1, 
Under 15 division 1 and our Junior Colts division 2) took 
out the ultimate prize in winning their Premierships. Thit- 
teen of our players were selected to play zone football for 


| Brisbane North and one was selected for Queensland . 


Rivers also won two major honours at the B.N.D.J.S.A 


_ dinner on Friday, 17th October. They were awarded the 


“Most Outstanding Club of the Year", and the referees 
"Club of the Year" award. So a very succesful year for the 
juniors, and it shows that our youth development is still 
on track even though we lost some of our quality players 
to XXXX Premier Clubs. We do take pleasure in noticing 
that they are doing well at their new clubs and wish them 
success in their soccer development. 


) Our Seniors had to contend with the loss of some very 


talented players namely Clayton Koch (Rochedale), Peter 
Underhill (Wynnum), Dean Almond (Brisbane City) and 
Joel Hale (Taringa). It took us a while to regroup, after a 
hiccup at the first fixture we came back and played some 
good competitive soccer and were looking good going into 
the last round. However, having so much youth on the 
park, we faulted slightly at the end, but got all our three 
senior teams in the top four placing with our reserves play- 
ing in the Grand Final. Coach Frank Pimblett, who has 
led by example, both on and off the field, has helped the 
players to do Rivers proud, and we hope they will go onto 
better things in 1998. 


[season for Rivers- |’,, © 
ite early setback 


Our ladies team, the first we have had at the club in 
many years, came through with the Rivers determina- 
tion and took out the Premiership and Grand Final to 
cap off a fantastic season for them. 


Even though the season has finished for 1997 soccer 
will still be taking place at Wendy Allison Park namely 
with a Junior and Senior 5 a side competition taking 
place on Friday nights. This started on the !Oth Octo- 
ber, and Brisbane North and District Junior Soccer As- 
sociation will be using the park for their Coaching Acad- 
emy for 11 weeks which started the week beginning the 
6th October for ages under 9 to under 1 1. Enquiries 
about the 5 a side or Academy can be directed to 
Margaret Hale on 3869 1514. 


Gold Coast season kicks off 


Gold Coast Soccer Chairman, Keith Young, has an- 
nounced that the Federation's Promotion & Develop- 
ment sub-committee will be responsible for guiding 
Gold Coast City Soccer Club’s entry into the 1998 
XXXX Premier League. 

“Bob Jeffrey, who had the responsibility of putting to- 
gether this year’s successful Gamblers program, will 
continue as Chairman and he will be joined by Peter 
Williamson, John Spencer (Prime TV), Brian Bethell, 
Damien Bresic, John Lee, Des Rice, Jim Forman and 
myself.” Young said. 

“They will be calling for expressions of interest from 
players, coaches and anyone who would like to as- 
sist with the general running of the club,” Young added. 
Bob Jeffrey confirmed one of their main objectives 
was to provide a link that would give the regions prom- 
ising juniors the opportunity to move up to a higher 
level of competition without leaving the Coast. 
“Over the years we've see a number of our better 
players join XXXX League clubs to further their ca- 
teers and in 1997 in excess of 20 players had to travel 
to Brisbane to achieve that aim. 

“Andrew Bettell (Regional Director of Coaching) and 
the Gold Coast Federation have worked very hard 
over the past few years to establish a successful de- 
velopment program for our juniors and we are now 
enjoying the benefits of that program,” Jeffrey said. 
“It's great that we can now offer these players the 
opportunity to play in the XXXX League whilst repre- 
senting their local area, and were all confident that 
Gold Coast City will do well in the XXXX League. 
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Franck en France! 


For Frank (or Franck as they called him en France) playing for Racing-Club de Strasbourg 
must seem a lifetime ago. Well, at least one Ericsson Cup Grand Finai ago. After a success {y| 
career in Belgium just up the road, Frank headed off to Bari in the Italian league and they 
off to Strasbourg in the Alsace region of France. But before finally signing for them, Fran, 
had a brief spell with Notts County in England on loan from Bari. “Les Bleus”, as Strasbourg 

are known, (must be something to do with the blue shirts they wear!), paraded some reagaad 
ably well known talent apart from our Franck. Franck Leboeuf was listed as one of the Seek 
“Défenseurs” and atound the same time ag Franck was getting his Ericsson Cup winners 
medal, Franck was getting an FA Cup winners medal. David Régis - a relative of Cyrille’, - 
was aiso listed as was Michael Hughes who has also spent time with West Ham and Man. 


18 
STRIKERS SEASON SOUVENIR GUIDE 


I’m not quite sure how to react to the giving away of free 
entry tickets to 9 club’s home games for the first three 
games. (There’ll be more in the next issue). Having spent 
a fair sum on a season ticket for the Strikers, to find that I 
could have bought this magazine, got a good read and 
seen a game for around $2.35 makes me feel I’ve been 
shafted by someone, If I lived in Melbourne, and was a 
football fanatic, then I'd get 3 teams (9 vouchers) giving 
me the potential of a game for around 78 cents. If I in- 
cluded Gippsland I could make it 58 cents a game. Fi- 


For $8.95, you can add this pub- 
lication to your Strikers collection. 
There are two immediate thoughts 
on it. Firstly, it is great (good qual- 
ity etc) and secondly, it could have 
been so much more comprehen- 
sive. 52 x Ad full colour pages and 
only 5 pages of ads. 22 pages are 
devoted to profiles of the 22 peo- 


Drepere fee Surprtee? 
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City. This programme comes from the last home game of 
the 1993/4 season. Strasbourg weve in mid table whilst their 
opponents were just three points above them. 


Strasbourg v Lyon 
Samedi 7 Mal / Sunday 7th May, 1994 
12 x A4 pages (3.25 pp ads) 


To obtain this programme you would have laid out 10 
francs at the game. That's about $2.50. The front cover 
tells you it is for the Lyon game but the date is in white 
with a white background. Easy to miss. Page 3 sees 
the editorial. As it's the last game of the season, the 
club president takes the opportunity to thank every- 
one for their support during the season. In simple terms, 
Roland Weller saw it as a frustrating season!. How- 
ever, he was looking forward to the next season al- 
ready. He believes that with the total support of busi- 
ness partners, sponsors and the Regional Council of 
Alsace, Racing Club de Strasbourg will be going places. 
Is that why Franck x 2 went? 


Page four talks about a youth competition that has been 
run throughout the season. A picture shows the win- 
ners receiving their trophy which is described as a sou- 
venir “inoubliablet". Then there is the chance to see 
JPP in Munich for the German champions against a 
German select match. (That's Jean-Pierre Papin for 
those not close to him). Page five talks about some 
summer activities and thanks everyone who has helped 
make the programme (known as The Pass’sport) such 
a success. Page six gives a run down on the visitors - 
Lyon - better known as Olympique Lyonnais. Lyon were 
coached by Jean Tigana, the former international and 
featured Abedi Pelé in their squad. The league table 
and fixtures for the day are also listed. Page seven 
gives the squads. How's your French? For those who 
are curious, Franck was known as an “Attaquant’. The 
other Franck as a “Defenseur’ and the fellow between 
the sticks as a “Gardien”. Those that do all the 
playmaking in the middie are “Milieux”. The coach is 
an “Entraineur’. The ref is an “Arbitre” and the lines- 


men/ assistant 
refs are “Juges 
de Touche”. (All 
this extra 
knowledge and 
The Farr Post 
doesn't charge 
for French les- 
sons! What a 


bargain!) 

Page eight fea- : 

tures Bruno STRASBOURG 
N'Gotty, (a rug- ZAYON 


ged defender 
with Lyon) and 
Jean Tigana in profile. An interesting read. Even bet- 
ter if you can read French! Tigana comes up with the 
classic line as befitting a quality player - “La Meillieure 
défense c'est l'attaque...” Roughly transiated this 
means that the best form of defense is attack. On 
page nine there is a big feature on the ref and on 
pages ten and eleven, photos of presentations pre- 
sided over by the club president. A couple of Siras- 
bourg players were featured, but not (our) Franck. 


Overall not a programme that gave a lot of informa- 
tion on the home side, but some fair articles to read 
on the visitors. 


If you have any local programmes that we can 
review in The Farr Post, please send ther to... 
Ewen Anderson 
PO Box 5155 
Alexandra Hills 
Qid 4161 


ple that make up the squad includ- 
+ ing Peter Tokesi. 


The 1996/7 season review could have provided more infor- 
mation on each game. For example, there are no attendance 
figures. There are no team line ups for each game. The dates 
of the finals games are not given. There is also the following 
explanation of the ‘away goals’ rule: 

“Home goals are worth 1 point and away goals are worth 2.” 
WRONG! | goal is worth 1 goal | (Points are for other foot- 
ball codes). In the event of a drawn two legged tie, them, and 
only then are away goals counted double. If there is a result 
from a two legged tie, then the away goals rule does not 
come into play. The quote above is not provided in total but 
the parts left out do not change the meaning inferred by the 
information above. 


There are 5 features and a couple of items promoting the 
social club etc. There are only 5 action shots from games in 
1996/7 of which only 2 are definitely from the Grand Final. 
Such a shame to miss a golden opportunity to make this a 
truly memorable souvenir. I look forward to bigger and bet- 
ter next year. 


SOCCER AUSTRALIA 


‘For $6.95 you can obtain your very own copy of the premier 
soccer magazine in Australia. 72 full colour pages with a 
good selection of articles. There are 13 features, 5 based on 
overseas football and 8 on the home based product. Not a 
bad mix. There are a wide variety of photos and all in all 
this is a good read. 


Articles cover Milan, a city of two teams; The retirement of 
Franco Baresi; The Sydney Challenge; Nursery clubs for Pre- 
mier league clubs; Branko and the Cosmos; 97/8 Italian pre- 
view; 97/8 Champions League preview; The World Cup via 
Asia; The birth of Carlton and much more. For those that 
didn’t know (including Les Murray), the San Siro isn’t re- 
ally the San Siro at all. It is the Giuseppe Meazza Stadium. 


nally, I know it’s for cost reasons, but why is the maga- 


zine printed in South Korea? 


FourFourTwo 


For $6.75 from your local 
newsagency, you can ob- 
tain this 148 full colour 
magazine. (Very quickly 
for those that haven’t 
caught on, that’s 20 cents 
less and twice as many 
pages as Soccer Aus- 
tralia). This is an English 
based magazine that is 
now available here. True, it is not current when you buy 
it, but is 3 months old that big a price to pay for lots of 
excellent reading? FourFourTwo is jam packed full of fea- 
tures, some as much as 12 or more pages long. There is a 
farewell to Cantona - Je ne regrette rien - (Oh dear, here 
we go again with more free French lessons); Klinsmann 
on why he didn’t go back to Spurs;FA Cup Semi Final 
day in New York, Macclesfield’s promotion to the Eng- 
lish League; Coventry and their 10 narrow escapes from 
relegation and much more. 


Perhaps the most poignant article is the photo record en- 
titled “Gutted”. It recalls a unique situation where Her- 
eford played Brighton on the last day of the 96/7 English 
season. One would be relegated to the anonymity of Non 
League football. Hereford lead and then on 85 minutes, 
Brighton equalise and stay up. Gutted is an appropriate 
title as pictures tell the story better than words. 


There’s even an article on the Millwall winning the FA . 


Cup. The Women’s FA Cup. They beat Wembley in the 
final at West Ham. Riveting stuff! 


All in all, a very good read. You’d need a month to get 
through it before you started the next issue. 
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Footballer in 


oe 


another life - - 


Last month we printe interview that we did with Alan Hunter before 
he packed his bags and headed south for the summer. Here in part two Al tells us about 
his plans for the future, and how the Socceroos will fare in their World Cup campaign. 


Do you expect to return to Brisbane at some Point in the 
future? Maybe even when you have retired? 

Yes, definitely when | retire but I have actually said to mysel 
that if things do not go well off the field in Melbourne and | 
don’t settle or the family do not settle, then I will come back. 
Hopefully, if | am still capable of playing, Frank will accept 
me and I can get a game for the Strikers, but that’s only look- 
ing at the negatives if things do not work out. But this is a 
new challenge for me - I've taken on challenges before and 
succeeded, so as far as soccer goes I don’t think that this will 
be any different. 

Definitely my home is always in Queensland and when | re- 
tum on November Ist to play the Strikers I just hope that it is 
a draw and there is a good crowd. 


So how do you see Australia doing in the World Cup, 
assuming they qualify - the second phase, maybe ? 

Yes, | don’t think that is beyond them. | really don’ | 
mean qualification is going to be the toughest because we 
have not done it for so long and there is so much Pressure: 
financially as well. I think that Soccer Australia are putting 
all of their eggs into the basket off qualification for France, 
and I think that they really have to do that. Because unless 
we qualify we really will struggle to carry on with the im. 
provement of our game in Australia. I think that in the last 
twelve months especially, with David Hill’s introduction to 
the game, we have come on enormously, and I believe that it 
will only continue. Obviously it will be a hugh shot in the 
arm if we do qualify for France and 1 am confident that we 
will. We have the players now who have got a lot more over. | 
seas experience than previously, and they seem to be gelling 
very well and ] am confident that they can go a lot further 
than the 1974 squad do if they do make if to France next 
year. 


What are your views on Frank Arok ? How good was he 
for the Australian side and do you feel a certain amount, 
of disappointment in not getting more games for the 
Socceroos? 

Weil, | have a lot of time for Frank. Because he saw the venom 
and the hunger and the passion that I had as a player and he 
gave me my opportunity. Unfortunately I was a little bit naive 
and little green about the way 1 approached the game and 
probably was not as professional as I should have been, It’s 
easy in hindsight, at 33, to say what you could have done and 
what you should have done. Certainly I am confident that I 
could have played many more games for Australia, but for 
those reasons and maybe a few others I didn’t. 

Tlook back at Alex Tobin as being the guy that was vying for 
the centre half position back then with me, and he is still 
playing for Australia, So there is no real reason why I could 
not have been, but that is just the way thing tumed out. | 
think that I have made my mark as a defender in the game 
and I would like to think that there are a lot of strikers that 
particular do not like playing against me. I have played inter- 
national football and it is something that I have always en- 
joyed and playing for Australia was something that I will never 
forget. I have played in some big games and played against 
some quality overseas opposition, but Frank was a man who I 
think was capable of more. He was, and still is, extremely 
passionate about the game and he was good for the game while 
he was there. But the game has progressed in Australia and 
he has moved aside, as has Eddie Thomson and now we have 
El Tel, so the game in Australia is obviously getting bigger 
and bigger all the time. 


So, what does the future hold for Alan Hunter ? 
Thave still not written off, believe it or not, the possibility of 


over the next six weeks, because I am going to be a lot fitter 
and a lot stronger I think, physically and mentall y than | was 
last year. 1 was a bit unfortunate last year with injuries but | 


especially the cold winter of Melbourne, you have to be a 
bit physically and mentally stronger. I have a lot of work to 


be a full time player, and will need to use the pre-season 
training sessions to do most of the hard work, and | am look- 
ing forward to doing that. 


And after your playing days? 

After my playing days I don’t know. I would probably like 
to go into coaching. Itis something that Ihave always wanted 
to do. I think that I could do a good job at it, but I think that 
will depend which doors open for me after I finish. I have 
always been interested in the media as well, getting involved 
with the commentary side or the media aspect of our game 
and I think that our game will open up to the commercial 
channels very soon - especially if Australia qualifies for the 


Continued on page 21 


just feel that to move and settle into a new environment, — 


do to catch up to the rest of the guys there, because | won't | 
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MATILDAS SQUAD ANNOUNCED 


Australian women’s soccer National Coach Greg 
Brown today announced the squad for two interna- 
tional matches against India and a Tri-Nations Series 
against China and New Zealand. 

The dates and venues are: 


Tue ii Nov = Australia v India 
7.00pm Coffs Harbour Int. Stadium. 
Thu 13 Nov Australia v India 
7.00pm Coffs Harbour Int. Stadium. 


Sun 16 Nov Australia v China 
4.00pm Oakes Oval, Lismore 
Wedi9Nov Australia v New Zealand 
7.00pm Topper Stadium, Newcastle 
Fri2i Nov China v New Zealand 
7.00pm Kippax Oval, Canberra 

Sun 23 Nov _ Tri-Nations Final 

4.00pm Manuka Oval, Canberra 


Brown will add six players to form a 24 player squad in 
Coffs Harbour for the india series before taking 18 
players to Lismore, Newcastle and 

Canberra for the Tri-Nations campaign. 


The 18 players are 

B. Kitching (Qld), T. Wheeler (WA), S. Gegenhuber 
{Qid), A. Tann-Darby (NSW), T. McGovern (NNSW), 
B. Starr (NNSW), T. Bartlett (ACT), T. Diamond 
(NNSWV), L. Casagrande (ACT), S. Youman (NNSW), 


playing for Australia again. At 33, 1 know that my new — ss bene aca i scot aby vel She )s e 
coach has got those ambitions for me and he believes that | ; oe : T), es pie ( aa . Boyd (NSW), S. 
am capable of doing it. So, we will see how things pan out "USNeS (Japan), A. Ferguson (Qld). 


The six players to be added for the matches against 
India are 

L. Dunne (Qld), J. Powell (NNSW), G. Leake (Qld), M. 
Barbieri (Vic), T. Thornton (Qld), K. Moore (SA). 


National Coach Greg Brown said, “This is the perfect 
opportunity to build on the success of our recent tour 
to Europe.” 


‘Our squad comprises the Australian based players 
with the exception of Sunni Hughes who will retum 
from Japan in time for the New Zealand game." 


“We have not played China and New Zealand for 
some time so this series will give us a good guide to 
our progress over the last 12 months.” 


‘Thanks to Nick Guoth for this information. 


Alan Hunter interview 
continued from page 20 


World Cup next year which I am 

confident that they will. It will 
| besomething that will put our game right back on the 
map where it belongs in this country, along with the 
rest of the world, as the number one game, 


So who is responsible for hair cut - do you want us 
to send the boys around ? 

Well, my wife is actually responsible for it, [sat down 
with a bit of a long face after losing to the Perth Glory 
last season, and decided that I would start with a new 
image. A lot of people think that I bad a bet with an 
old friend of mine, Robby Dunn in Perth, Well, we did 
have a bet, but it had nothing to do with my hair cut 
and I just decided that I would start a new image after 
such a disappointing personal performance, I SUppose 
if you look at it, it was a good thing and we have not 
looked back and my hair has not had a chance to grow 
back and I don’t think it will, [am quite happy with 
it. [may have to get a Carlton beanie to keep the ears 
warm in the next couple months but other than that it 
is totally my wife’s doing. 


Finally we spoke to a couple of old pals from your 
Acacia Ridge days. Tell us about Gerry Kay and 
Paul Robinson (aka Thor). 

Gerry was a guy that I played a lot of my senior foot- 
ball with at Acacia Ridge. He is a real talented player, 
he had a great first touch, very skillful. We used to call 
him Budgie K. - you would hear him chirping and 
chirping on the field all the time. 

Robbo is probably one of the best soccer supporters 
that Queensland has ever had and will ever have. Ob- 
viously now he dresses up and hides behind his outfit 
and his hammer and everything. He is just a genuine 
guy that is passionate about the game as is Stuart 
Holmes and a lot of those Strikers guys and I look for- 
ward to catching up to them again in November when 
T come back up. 


And with that he was gone... 
Unfortunately, Alan suffered an ankle in- 
jury during Carltons pre-season training. 
But it seems as though his services might 
not be needed, as Carlton have shot to the 
top of the Ericsson Cup ladder. Could Alans 
back-to-back championship dream come 
true after all ? 
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A RETURN TO ROOTS 


by Steve Cooper 


ae 


No, this is not going to be about picking up an epic novel about the African continent and the deep 
south of America. This is about a forthcoming trip to the UK that ’m going on next week, during 
which I'll be seeing two games in the English league. 


The two grounds I’m going to are Upton Park ( naturally !!) for West Ham V Bolton Wanderers 
and Vicarage Road, home of Watford, for their game against Fulham. It’s been three and a half 
years since I was last there, so what’s it going to be like this time around ? 


Upton Park is now, of course, an all seater stadium in line with current regulations. In 1993, I wag 
still able to stand on the North Bank as I had done for many a game there. Will the intense 
atmosphere still be there ? It’s a small ground, with little room between the touchline and the 
crowd. When the team was playing well and the crowd was happy ( yes, it DID happen !! ), the 
singing would echo around the stands and terraces . This put the ground on the less favoured list 
of opposition teams, as a player over running a Jong ball would find themselves plunging head 
first into a very partisan crowd ! 


Now everyone sits down and the crowds are smaller, The new stands are more open. Will it be the 
same? I'll tell you next month ! 


And Watford ? Well, back in the early eighties they had their “glory, glory days” under Graham 
Taylor, with Elton John as Chairman and financier, A climb from Division 4 to second place in 
Division 1; an F.A.Cup Final appearance: a young John Bares tearing defences apart - great days 
for an unfashionable club. 


Since those days, they have descended again back to Division 2, where they were languishing until 
the return of the “dynamic duo” for a second era ! Now, with Elton back as Chairman, GT back as 
Manager, with players from their first era as coaches of the new team , Watford are back on course 
for a return to the top. They have put together a similar mix of experience ( Ronnie Rosenthal, 
Jason Lee, Stuart Slater ) with younger players. 


Vicarage Road, like Upton Park, has changed considerably since I first went there. Gone are the 
open, wind and rain swept terraces for modern stands. Their game against Fulham ( another club 
looking to revive former greatness under a certain Kevin Keegan ! ) should be an interesting 
occasion. 


I’m looking forward to compare these games to the Strikers at Suncorp - watch this space !! 


ROCHEDALE ROVERS RADIO 
FM 101 - Saturday 9.15 am 


Attention !!! 
All you INTERNET junkies {!! 
Visit the OZSOCCER website at 
http://ozsoccer.thehub.com.au 
and the Strikers website at 
http://www. brisbane strikers.com 


Join Kieran Cooper every Saturday moming on 
FM One-0-One for all the latest on the local 
and intemational soccer scene. 
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Tie Farr Post in association with Glo- 
bal Sports Tours is offering readers the 
opportunity to join us in France for the 
1998 World Cup. 

We now have the first draft of brochures 
for the trip, and are already sending these 
out to those who have filled in their Ad- 
vance Information form, which has ap- 
peared in the last few issues of The Farr 
Post. 

The basic package starts at $3,995 and 
includes return airfares from Sydney, 
Melboume or Brisbane; guaranteed tick- 
ets to the first three games for the 
Socceroos (or any other team); Hotel 
accomodation for the first two nights in 
France; return rail transfers from Paris 
to the centre where your team is based. 
Fill in the form below for a brochure. 


FRANCE 98 
The World Cup 


I I a a a a 


already qualified 

By the time you read this we will be less than one month away 
from knowing the final 32 teams who will compete in the biggest 
ever World Cup finals in France next year. So far 21 teams have 
qualified (see list below), and hopefully Australia will be the last 
of those on November 29th (see page 14). 


Whilst Australia are still awaiting the outcome of the Asian quali- 
fying rounds, one consolation is thatwe will not be playing the 
South Koreans. They booked their tickets to France without kick- 
ing a ball when Japan and the United Arab Emirates could only 
play out a 1-1 draw in Group B. 

With only two games to play both Japan and the U.A.E. must play 
Korea, and then Japan host Kazakhstan, whilst the U.A.E. play 
Uzbekistan. With this in mind one must favour the Emirates, as 
they currently have one more point than the Japanese, 


In Group Ait is effectively down to Iran and Saudi Arabia, the 
Iranians are a point clear, (with eleven) and must play Kuwait and 
Qatar, whilst the Saudis (10 points) play China and Qatar. Both 
teams should beat Qatar, but Kuwait and China are hovering on 
seven points apiece waiting for any slip ups. 


Countries already qualified . . . 

Brazil (Holders), France (Hosts), Cameroon, Morocco, Nigeria, 
Tunisia, South Africa, Austria, Bulgaria, Germany, Denmark, Hol- 
land, Norway, Romania, Spain, England, Scotland, Argentina, Co- 
lombia, Paraguay, and South Korea. 


Please send me a brochure for Farr Post/Global Sports Tours World Cup 98 
trip to France. 


My Phone number is: 
(Work) 


or by fax to: (07) 3899 0497 
or E-mail us at: ajm@world.net 


(Home) 


Please this page or photocopy of it to: 
The Farr Post, PO Box 478, Bulimba, QLD 4171 


Post Code 


[See you at the MCG on 
November 29th 
Kick off 8.15 pm 
Be there If! 


ur, Letters to The Erito 


Regular contributor Joe Bloggs has a brother, and even he has taken rg 


to sending us mail now... 


Dear Sir 


After reading TFP13 today | must write to inform 
“Scattie” of Nudgee that he will never win with The 
Courier-Mail. It is the only newspaper in town, so just 
forget it. | stopped buying it 10 years ago, and now buy 
the UK papers. 

However should we as fans of this great game begin to 
send comprehensive match reports and news to the C- 
M ? Surely we could do better than having a match 
report that reads . . . “he booted two goals”, as if it were 
an Aussie Rules game. Should we also suggest that 
journalists who know nothing about our beautiful game 
should not be let out of rugby paddocks because they 
make themselves look ridiculous when we read their 
convoluted cock-ups ? 

Where they heil did they get positions such as “five- 
eighths” or “three-quarters” from ? And where on earth 
is a “Back-Pocket” ? 

Whilst on the subject of terminology, a “try” doesn’t in- 
dicate to me any sort of success. Merely a failed attempt 
or a certain amount of endeavour. Similarly to “kick a 
behind” is reminiscent of what an irate father or local 
policeman in England did 50 years ago | 

Letus advise the media that our governing body is F.LF.A. 
whose name in over 180 nations means “FOOTBALL” } 
It doesn’t mean Rugger or Roogby Ligg or Aussie Rools, 
and we would like our name back, thank you very much 
| How can Channel 7 have a sports show called “Sunday 
Football” and not even mention the round ball game ? 
We must congratulate David Hill when he stated that in 
the near future Soccer Australia would like to change its’ 
name to Football Australia. How long will that take to 
catch on, | wonder ? 

I also hope that he raises the hopes of ambitious clubs 
outside the Ericsson Cup competition, as we need a sec- 
ond tier of strong clubs, just to keep the pressure on the 
Tyros. 

My tip is Adelaide City to win the competition this year, 
unless their squad is decimated with World Cup call ups. 
Glory look strong and Despotovski looks certain to take 
out the goal-scoring honours this season. 


Joe Bloggs, 
Paddington. 
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Dear Sir 


I was at Suncorp on Saturday, 18° October, and saw 
some well muscled young men in Strikers shirts 
playing a game I barely recognised. Come back big 
Al - all is forgiven ! 

“Help wanted - must have left foot (and Brains !)" 
While Rory and John, and the affluent fans were 
sipping Dom Perignon in the elite boxes the peasants 
below were enduring a howling gale, and watching a 
sub-standard Strikers team fail to score. Again ! 
With Zoro, Wayne and Kasey to come back (soon, | 
hope) our side will resemble a balanced team again, 
but I’m not sure that it’s sagacious to take our 
children to watch this demo of late tackles, handballs 
and yellow cards ! 

Please, Frank, no more late tackles ch ? You were 
lucky the first time - it was a yellow card offence | 
Despotovski should have been applauded for his 
super-cool goal, not greeted with a deafening silence, 
One for El Tel to watch. How to finish without 
adrenalin, or muscle ! 

So even though I hate losses, I have seen two great 
goals so far this season - one from Lozanovski and 
one from Despotovski. Perhaps if Andy calls himself 
Harperovski his luck might change. But there I go 
again, hoping for luck when I know that it’s skills we 
need. Early days yet, I know, but quite honestly | am 
going to enjoy the visit of Carlton next week. 

Sid Bloggs (Joes Bruvver) 


Paddington. 


Dear Mr. Ed 


Many thanks for keeping the dream alive with 
your magazine, The Farr Post. You are doing 
an excellent job, and we enjoy reading it very 
much. 

I know that it's easy to give up, but if The Farr 
Post keeps going, one day it will be Brisbane 
Soccers number one publication. 


W. Betts 
Birkdale. 


The Farr Post 


Dear Editor, Dear Sir, 


gist at are i i hh 
I read with interest your slanderous lie in the most recent There is a dedicated sports gear sho 


2 ; 
copy of The Farr Post. Over the year that The Farr Post has ma local sup ermarlket cottiplen ee 
been in operation I have been a very keen supporter of the Which ied Sinikers shinta nt dened : : 
concept that at last their was a soccer magazine for the ( they also have lots of international, English Premier 
fans by the fans. Once again it seems that the old adage of League, Serie A ete.stuff) , but this year no Strikers at 
"give someone a little power and it goes to their head” has all. Every time I walk past (about twice a week) I ask 
sadly, once again, been proven true. fora Strikers shirt - still nothing doing, and the latest 
I was quoted correctly (does this happen often in this rag | Xcuse is that they are fate in manufacture! I wonder 
2) as saying “They never looked like scoring,” This to me | Wbat FF and the lads are beta he the park then? 
was the only true assertion in the column. The editorial | The idea of the little “champions logo on the shirt 
comment then said that we defended for 85 minutes after 1 | Should be great mar! keting Ploy, but if the shops ain't 
scored in the Sth minute. got them what is the bloody point? Strikers say you 
Surely your reporter at the game could have got it right. 1°" buy them at the games which, however, constitute 
scored in the second minute and we defended totally for }°"€ ay in fourteen only. Is it good business to market 
88 minutes. I will expect an apoplogy in the next TFP or ]|4 Product only one day a fortnight? No wonder one 
will go through the proper channels to see this grubby mag, [5&5 S° few little kids on Brisbane streets in our shirts. 
taken out of circulation. The Broncos, passe as they tend to be, are still 
merchandising away here, The shop I refer to, when I 
ask for a shirt (BTW they have NEVER had a 
Socceroo one to my knowledge) always tries to flog 
me a commemorative polo shirt for last season's 
P.S. Congratulations on giving soccer in this state a breath | Championship - I get the impression that they are not 
of fresh air over the last twelve months even if your re- | 5¢!Jing like hot cakes! 
porters are against gifted footballers. Dave Marshall, 


a 
Subscriptions 


Yours ‘en’fetball 
Gerry Kay. - 


By subscribing to The Farr Post you are achieving two very important things. Firstly 
you will guarantee your copy of this magazine on a monthly basis. And, secondly, you 
will be filling the Sports Print bank account to such a level that we'll be able to visit our 
mate Chris in Majorca soon. 

A twelve monthly subscription is a steal at $25, and (due to a number of requests) six 

| months will cost you $15. Fill in the form, and send it with a cheque to 
The Farr Post, PO Box 478, Bulimba, OLD 4171. 


| Please send me a_ __(12 or 6) monthly subscription to The Farr Post. | 

| | Starting with issue number (The November issue is number 14). | 
IT enclose a cheque for payable to "Sports Print". | 

| | 

| Name | 

| Address | 

| Suburb | 

7 State Post Code 7 

| 


_ The Farr Post - For Australians who care about football 


The Farr Post 


___ CLASSIFIEDS 
The following clubs and organisations supporting 
The Farr Post, so we urge you to support them too. 


CLUBS | 
Beenleigh - Chris Green Park, Boundary Road, SHOPS 
Beenleigh. Open all summer ! L - 
Brisbane City - Spencer Park, Newbery Street, _| Anfield Sports Shop - Rochedale Rovers 


Newmarket. See The Italia Cup every Friday Ss ‘ 
: ‘ occ 1 
evening, from 6.30, until the end of November. issu ar neat ou ra 
A : 


Brisbane Lions - Lions Stadium, 133 Pine Road, A 
Richlands. Closed over the summer for extensions Bulimba News and Casket - 78 Oxford 


to their clubhouse. Street, Bulimba. 

Coalstars - Eric Evans Reserve, 254 Brisbane Soccer World - 497 Lutwyche Road, 
Road, Bundamba. Watch out for news about the Lutwyche, 

Ipswich Knights ! 


Pine Rivers - Wendy Allison Park, 188 OTHER SERVICES 


Samsonvale Road, Strathpine. Five-a-side competi- | CD-ROM and internet web page design 


tion every Friday night. E-mail: cyberoo @sm 
mail: ople.thehub.com, 
Rochedale Rovers - Underwood Park, Underwood Colapater atv ae Software. i” 


Road, Rochedale. Pokies, Keno, good food, great | email: www.bunyip.net.au 
company . . . Open all summer. Or phone for a quote on 3264 2660 


FANZINES ig Publishing. Contact Tony on 0411 


Studs Up. $3 to Kevin Christopher PO Box 53 FM101 Radio - 9.15 t 
i F 7 - 9.15 to 10 AM every Saturd 
Oakleigh South, Victoria, 3167. A very informative morning, with Kieran Cooper. —— 


read for all you N.S.L. fans. Photography - Paul Harley. Phone 3267 0681. 


Pee decade 
Write to us. Qu Oo h 
We are always on the lookout for interesting ote of the Mont 


articles and stories about the game of football, hal a hts fa uel oa 

So get your pens out and jot down some of those What went acone oF cern’ 

ae memories. Printed articles will earn you a Kieran Cooper o Is the Rochedall 
ee copy. : 

This publication is produced by a group of eet of ie : aa Fall 

dedicated football fans who have seen their best ' wanes oe ane 

years disappear on football pitches, and club : reading about his favourite teams 

bars worldwide, and are living on past glories. cig 1OSss 

Never buy them a beer or you'll never get away. 


You have been warned ! 
ren 


Free Car Stickers !!! 

We still have some of our free car stickers to give 
away. These were initially given away free with TEP 6, 
when we went to colour. If anybody wants one, send a stamped self- 
addressed envelope to The Farr Post, and we'll get one out to you. 
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The Farr Post 


In jur y Time by Tony Moran 


Being a Burnley fan I’m used to disappointments. This season we’re bottom of the English Division 2 with 
only five draws from a possible thirty points (ten games) - even with ex England intemational Chris Waddle as 
player-coach ! So it was not too disheartening for me to see the Strikers lose their first game to South Melbourne, 
after the euphoria of last season. The only difference between watching the Strikers and the Clarets is the 
crowd. For their last home game against Wycombe Wanderers (who 2) they had nearly ten thousand - the 
highest in that division. Not bad for a team sitting on the bottom of the competition. 

It’s been a standing joke amongst Burnley fans for years that away supporters have arrived at Turf Moor, and 
exclaimed “Shit Ground ! Loads of fans !” Such is the depth of support in the area that even though Premier 
League clubs Blackburn Rovers (10 miles), Manchester United (40 miles), Leeds United (30 miles) and the 
two Merseyside clubs (Liverpool and Everton - another 40) are so close, the faithful prefer the atmosphere at 
‘Turf Moor, and turn up week in - week out ! The pre-match beers are always excellent (Boddingtons or Thwaites), 
the fanzines typically cynical and cutting, and the banter on the terraces an entertainment in itself. . . 

“Why do they call Kurt Nogan (the new striker) Jigsaw ?” 

“Because he goes to pieces in the box !” 


On my last visit to the hallowed Turf, they were building two new stands to make it an all-seater stadium, and 
have included. social and leisure facilities in the new structure. They certainly have one eye on the future, and 


_ have claimed that they are preparing the club for the Premiership. Chris Waddle has come on board, and it 


seems like the foundations have been laid. Now all we need are the results to get us there, 

Cut back to the Strikers, and look at their situation. Quite the opposite | Last season they won the Championship, 
and apart from three games (all against Sydney United) they struggled to get decent crowds all season. Suncorp 
is a great venue to watch the game - you’re close to the action (well, closer than at ANZ Stadium), close to the 
City (again, closer than ANZ) and there’s plenty of atmosphere (yet again, better than at ANZ). 

“Great Ground ! Bugger all fans !” ? 

The Strikers management must be tearing their hair out. What must they do to get more fans through the gates 
? The reigning Premiers, whose last home game was over 40,000 are now reduced back to 6,000 for their 
season opener, and J fear that this will fall even further as the summer progresses - especially if they begin to 
record more losses at home. However, I will be there every other Saturday night, cheering and hoping that we 
can repeat last seasons triumph. But being a cynical Burnley fan I’m not preparing another special Grand Final 
edition of The Farr Post yet ! 


The Farr Post t-shirts - only $15 ! 

For the Strikers Quiz Night we had a number of TFP collared t-shirts made up, 

as pictured below. They are 100% cotton, and have the TFP logo on the front left 
breast, with Bill Shanklys immortal words on the back. 

As we are a bunch of old, worn out has-beens they only come in two sizes - 
| recently-retired size (Large), or vastly experienced five-belly size (Extra-Large). 
Send a cheque for 

$15 to "Sports 

Print", PO Box 478, 
Bulimba, 
Qid 4171. 


We only have a few 
left, so get in touch 
early ! 


Frank Pimblett wonders if he was born too early ! | g {, Decomber.1997 Beceniber 1987 
Che Fart Post —-j 


fhe Independent Voice Of Football In Queensland Monthly 


they'd had something 


like this in my day! 


Fallen Hero 


Brisbane Strikers player/coach and. 
local hero, Frank Farina was sent off 
in the second half of their match 
against Carlton last month. He had 
been booked earlier in the game, and 
when he crashed into an opponent - 
right under the referees nose, he was 
shown the red card. 

For someone who many kids look up 
to, we have to worry about Franks 
disciplinary record. We would rather -- 
see him cracking 40 yard free-kicks 
into the roof of the net than see the 
Strikers struggling to accumulate 
points with ten men on the park. 
(See pages 16 and 17 for fans com- 


Interview with Peter Tokesi 
- Ron the Ref - Strikers 
news and match reports - 
Great players that I have 
played with .. . - Matildas 


World Cup 


disaster 
(see page 10) 


Next month in The Farr Post... win tri-nations series 

1 d with ? "Football's not a matter of life or 
Who are some of the great players that you have played wi - Return to Roots II - eee eeeea eee 
Next month a local footballing legend reminisces about some Of © goccer Far North NSW es 
his Gaaien team-mates. _.. and more ! The late, great Bill Shankly. 


Also... plenty of the usual rubbish - stuff that the Eye on Soccer rejected | 


